
1  Use the exam weightings. 
The examiner’s breakdown of how many exam 
questions come from each element of the syllabus/
chapter of the workbook means you fully appreciate 
the relative importance of each topic area and that you 
do not misdirect your efforts. It can be found after the 
syllabus learning map at the back of the workbook.

2   Utilise all sources. 
Revision will obviously be done from the workbook 
itself, along with any notes and mind maps you have 
generated. Don’t forget to draw on the less obvious 
- the syllabus and the glossary. Look at the elements 
of the syllabus – can you handle them? If not, go 
back to the chapter and your notes and address the 
weaknesses you have identified. Similarly, look at the 
glossary terms – do you recognise them? If not, go 
back and research. Always, always follow up on any 
identified weaknesses and address them. 

3   Get to grips with the learning objectives. 
Each element of the syllabus is made up of a series 
of learning objectives, and these tend to start with 
one of three things. “Know” means just knowledge 
is expected, “understand” means knowledge and an 
appreciation of significance is expected, and “be able 
to calculate” means you must be able to perform a 
calculation. Use the syllabus to see what is expected 
and ask yourself honestly whether you can meet the 
expectation. If not, then investigate and clarify. 

4  Maximise your question practice. 
There are no past papers made available, but you 
might have access to practice questions from your 
training provider, from CISI’s revision express, and 
you will have the practice exam at the end of the 
workbook itself. Try and keep all your questions clean 
– in other words, do NOT scribble and mark the right 
or wrong answer because you want to be able to 
test yourself on the same questions more than once. 
Furthermore, there are always two things you need to 

learn from each question – obviously, what the correct 
response is and, less obviously, what is wrong with 
the other three responses. Make sure you learn BOTH 
lessons. Never rely on guesswork or luck.

5   Make the best of the exam. 
You will be given some time at the start to familiarise 
yourself with the exam system and the desktop 
calculator. Have calculations in mind to make sure you 
can handle any nasty computations required by the 
syllabus on the system’s calculator. Don’t get bogged 
down on any single question – if you are having 
trouble, just make an educated guess and mark it for 
review if you have time to go back to it. NEVER leave 
any of the responses blank. There is always a one-in-
four chance of getting a question right.  
Good luck!  

Looking for more support?
Our CISI Distance Learning Solution was developed 
using everything we have learnt from more than 
a decade of delivering CISI exam-based training 
programmes. We know what tools students need to 
ensure CISI exam success. 

Key features:
• Study plan
• Video tutorials
• Chapter tests
• Practice mock exams
• Email support 

The following exam study programmes are  
available now:
•  International Introduction to Securities & Investment
•  International Certificate in Wealth & Investment 

Management (ICWIM) 
• Risk in Financial Services

Don’t see the qualification you are looking for?  
Email us. We are always keen to hear if there is a 
common need that we have yet to satisfy.
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